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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7th July 2014 at Pontrhydyfen Community Centre, Pontrhydyfen at 7.00 p.m.

1
Present:
The Chairperson: Cllr Mrs Lisa Hawkes


           Councillors: Mrs D Evans, Mrs L May, Mrs G Adams,

                                                      C Harffy, R Jenkins, M I Jones,

                                                      Mrs J Evans, P Lewis       

           In attendance: Clerk: D S Mackerras

                                     Neath Port Talbot CBC Member: Cllr M Ellis
           Apologies:   Accepted from Cllr Mrs T Leslie                                       
……………………..………….........................................................................
2   Declarations of Interest

            Nothing declared 
3 Minutes of the previous meetings
         Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 
                2nd June 2014 were confirmed as a true record. 
4 Matters arising
Page 2 – It was reported that little work has yet been carried out in connection with the mine water treatment scheme. The roadway to the Whitworth site has been improved which has involved the spreading of a number of loads of stone. Work will include both Whitworth A & B and will last a further month. Work on the Garth site will commence this week. The contractor anticipates only a small number of lorry movements through the community.     
Page 2 – Some minor defects in fencing at Johns Terrace playground have been reported by a local resident. The defects have been attended to by the CMO.

5 County Borough Council Member’s report
Cllr. Martin Ellis presented his report as below:
               Environment:

· Ongoing concerns on dog fouling in Tonmawr, particularly by
                     school

· Rubbish dumped on land by owner next to Rhyslyn car park: police informed

           Roads/Pavements:

· Unmetalled road  by Pelenna Ponds – further work reported
     necessary and rubbish dumped at end of track as well as drain
     cover broken: reported and gate now locked.
           Communities First
· Courses being advertised locally: update next week

           Pontrhydyfen Miner’s Welfare & Dan y Coed Community 
           Association:

· Access problem to Rhyslin Field: actions still  in process with
                    solicitors

           Borehole Planning Application:

· High level of community concern and activity

· Film nights locally held and attracted interest
· Day of anti-fracking action across Wales on Saturday
· New Geological data available that raises concerns over
possible aquifer contamination in the PT area

· May go to planning July 29th possibly delayed  later again

           Schools:

           Pontrhydyfen – Tonmawr: Mrs Booth actively working to make a 
           smooth transfer over the summer to prepare for Estyn re-inspection
           Meetings/Seminars:

           CVYPE: scrutiny committee to lead on changes following Wales 
           Government Audit.
           Planning: first meeting attended that dealt with 3 major applications;
           informative but worrying to see so few Cllrs attending.
           Full Council: New legislative framework on school reorganisation 
           from WG that provides more control and decision-making to LA 
           cabinets, reducing local consultation needed.
           Further major cuts to budget planned  will impact on most services
           except Education and Social and Children’s’ Services. Summer Play
           schemes will continue as last year
           John Flower retired and replaced by Gareth Nutt as head of
           Environment etc.
6 Planning Applications
No planning applications were presented for approval. 

7 Correspondence

a) NPTCBC - Play heroes at Tonmawr school wish to provide rule suggestions for Dan y Coed playground, Tonmawr. Agreed that PCC will give proper consideration to
     listing the suggested rules on a playground notice

     board to be erected at the site in September.
b) NPTCBC –RDP (Rural Development Partnership) – Local Action group has invited submission of projects requiring grant assistance to be received by 21st July. Noted.
c) Superfast Cymru newsletter received containing news of partnership between Welsh Government and bt, which has set a target to provide fast fibre broadband service to 96% of premises in Wales by 2016. Noted. 

d) Pen y Cymoedd Wind Farm Newsletter received reminding of the Community Fund deadline of 31st August. Clerk to submit a list of suitable projects seeking funding by 31st August.
e) ABM CHC Newsletter Summer 2014 received. Noted.
f) NPTCBC – provision of link for Corporate Improvement plan: www.npt.gov.uk/improvement. Noted.
g) NPTCBC – dates for 2014/15 cycle of meetings for CBC/CC liaison: 22nd September 2014, 8th December 2014, 2nd February 2015, 23rd March 2015. All meetings will take place in Neath Civic Centre – briefings at 3:00pm, main meetings taking place at 4:00pm. Noted.
h) Natural resources Wales – briefing note on forest operations commencing 7th July. 3 – 4 month programme to fell and remove P. ramorum infected Larch trees from forest in Pontrhydyfen. Work being carried out along the ‘Tramway’ that runs frm the Colliers Public House to the Oakwood viaduct end. Harvesting operations are due to run until mid October with timber haulage from site being completed by November 2014. Clerk has expressed concern to Natural Resources Wales for the very short notice given – 2 days only. 
  8        Reports
       Community maintenance report

           It is currently proving very difficult to keep up with the full

            Footpaths maintenance programme because of a strong growing

            season. Maintenance work has been prioritised and some outlying

            footpaths are receiving less attention than we wish. 
            Cllr. C Harffy reported that a sewer located near the former 
            Tonmawr 2000 building has been leaking. NPTCBC has attempted
            to repair on two occasions. The latest repair now appears to be
            successful.   
            The petty cash float used to fund Community maintenance minor 
            expenditure has now passed to the day to day control of the CMO.
            A system of financial control has been devised by the Clerk, and this
            was approved by the meeting. It requires a monthly schedule of
            payments to be emailed on a template to the Clerk, and this will
            trigger a reimbursement to top the Petty cash float to the established
            full float level.
            Playgrounds
            Inspections for both Dan y Coed and Johns’ Terrace

            playgrounds have been carried out during June by ROSPA.
            Both reports indicate issues which require attention. Report copies
            will be sent to Cllr. M I Jones and the CMO so that any urgent
            defects may be dealt with immediately. A meeting of Parks and

            Open Spaces committee will be convened to consider the report

            detail and to formulate Action plans to address the defects which are

            identified.  
           The ‘Play Heroes’ group at Tonmawr Primary school as in

             correspondence has asked if it may submit a suggested list of
             Playground rules for Dan y Coed playground. Members agreed that
             they would welcome such a list which, hopefully could be used, and
             displayed on a notice board.

            This will give the children ‘ownership’ of the playground.

            Clerk’s report
            Attendance: All Members compliant 

            Finance:
            The Finance committee met on 10th June to scrutinise the accounts
            for 2013/14. The committee recommended that the accounts be

            accepted and the recommendation was endorsed by full Council. An
            Internal Audit was carried out on 2nd June with no issues reported.

            Finances for the Community Council are quite tight and the Clerk 

            will provide regular reports on actual spend compared with budget.
            Members were presented with the current position of YTD
            expenditure compared with YTD budget position. This comparison

            indicated an overspend YTD of £122 as at 30th June.       
            Account Balances as at 5th July 2014 :
            Community Council Account – Cheque book     £     250.00Cr.

            Community Council Instant Access Account      £16,326.54Cr.

            Communities First Account – Cheque book        £     100.00Cr.

            Swansea Building Society                                    £        23.34Cr.

            Total balances at 5th July 2014  £16,699.88
            Lloyds Bank: Payments YTD  £20,382.71
                                   Receipts YTD    £11,214.36 

            On-line banking & electronic payments: facility has been applied
            for. It is necessary to appoint electronic signatories all of whom will
            require regular access to a computer terminal. 
            Resolved: electronic signatories will be Cllrs. Lisa Hawkes,

            Clive Harffy, Mrs. Janice Evans, Philip Lewis and Mrs. Lyndsey

            May. Any two from the five to authorise supplier accounts and
            salary payments.
            The Clerk will become an Account Delegate, meaning that he is

            authorised to view all bank account transactions on-line, transfer

            balances between Community Council accounts when necessary, 
            initiate account payments, and complete payment processing
            following authorisation from account electronic signatories.
            Dan y Coed Community Association: Independently examined

            accounts for the Association have been made available to the

            Community Council and do not indicate any cause for concern for

            PCC.  
            Macpelah cemetery

            Amended Contract and Conveyance documents have been prepared

            by the solicitor acting for PCC. These are currently being considered

            by the Macpelah Trustees.   
           Charter Agreement

           The Charter document is currently with NPTCBC (Rees

           George), for amendment. PCC, as all other Community and

           Town Councils is not aware of the nature of the proposed

           amendment. We understand that the work of re-drafting the

           amendment will recomence week commencing 9th July.  
           Chair’s Report:

           The Chair, Cllr. Mrs Lisa Hawkes indicated that it was her

           intention to donate the Chair allowance equally to Tonmawr

           and Pontrhydyfen Primary schools in September.
           Cllr. Mrs Hawkes also reported on a car which is

           sometimes parked at the entrance to Tonmawr, and is a
           safety hazard for passing traffic. This matter will be followed
           up at the next PACT meeting.     
       Cutting back shrubs at Johns Terrace playground has 
      again been commented on by a local resident. However our

      experience does not indicate that the Spring pruning causes
      long term damage to the shrubs.
9       First World War – Plaques and Memorials
            A commemorative service to mark the 100th Anniversary of
          Britain joining the First World War has been arranged by
          Macpelah Chapel Trustees for Pelenna Community Council.
          The service will take place on Sunday 3rd July at 10:30am.
          A similar service has been arranged at St Teilo’s Church,
          Tonmawr also in conjunction with Pelenna Community Council
          to take place on Sunday 10th July at 3:00pm.

          Pelenna and Skewen Ladies Choir has been requested to
          perform a medley of popular songs from World War 1.

          It was also agreed that the Chair, Cllr. Mrs Lisa Hawkes will

          read a First World War poem by Wilfred Owen, ‘Dulce et

          decorum est’.

          Cllr. Clive Harffy has agreed to read Verses 27 – 35a from

          John Chapter 12.

          Regular worshippers at St Teilo’s Church will provide tea at the
          Church, the cost of which will be funded by PCC (£25).

          The Clerk will endevour to source Poppy Wreaths to lay in both

          Macpelah Chapel and St Teilo’s Church.

  10     Health & Safety
         It was agreed that this committee will meet on Tuesday 15 July to

         fully consider reports provided by One Voice Wales relating to safe

         working practices at Macpelah cemetery. The reports are:

         ‘Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007 – Legal

         briefing’ & ‘Health & Safety – Legal topic note’

    11      Payment of Accounts
            Community Council

            Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates        

            Inland Revenue – June 2014  – Employees contribution           107.48                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                               Employer NI Contribution         11.80

            Pensions  - June 2014 – Employees contribution                        73.60                                                         

                                                   Employers premium                             277.87

            Vodafone – June                                                                           41.95

            The Clerk – June Travel expenses                                              166.96

            Staples                                                                                           22.07

            CMO Travel expenses –  May 2014                                             90.52

            Playsafety (ROSPA) Annual playground Inspection fees         130.00              

12        Date of next meeting
       The next meeting will take place on Monday 1st September 2014.
       Pelenna Valley Community Centre, Tonmawr.
       There being no further business the meeting was closed.
           Chair …………………………………………
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