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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 2nd June 2014 at Pelenna Valley Community Centre, Tonmawr at 7.15 p.m.

The Community Council meeting was preceded by a PACT meeting.

1
Present:
The Chairperson: Cllr Mrs Lisa Hawkes


           Councillors: Mrs L May, Mrs G Adams, M I Jones,

                                                      C Harffy, P Lewis, R Jenkins,

                                                      Mrs D Evans    

           In attendance: Clerk: D S Mackerras

           Apologies:   Accepted from Cllr. Mrs T Leslie & Cllr. Mrs J Evans                                      
……………………..………….........................................................................
2   Declarations of Interest

            Nothing declared 
3 Minutes of the previous meetings
           Resolved: The minutes of meetings held on Monday 
                12th May 2014 were confirmed as a true record. 
4 Matters arising
Page 6 – Poppy seeds have now been purchased.
5 Election of Vice Chairperson

Cllr. Mrs Diane Evans was elected as Vice Chair for the year 2014/15.

6 Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Mrs Diane Evans signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice Chair

7 County Borough Council Member’s report
NPT CBC Member, Martin Ellis was unable to attend the meeting and his monthly report for June was circulated to Members
8 Planning Applications
No planning applications were presented for approval. 
9 Correspondence

a)  Expressions of interest – to become a Member of Regenerate NPT
 No Members wished to apply for Membership of the partnership 
b) Survey of Remuneration 2013/14 – Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales
Clerk to complete 
c) NPTCBC Statutory notice – Change in school provision – discontinue Velindre Community school, Port Talbot and Ysgol Hendre Special school, Neath and establish new special school for boys and girls aged 3 – 16 on same sites.

Noted. 
d) Changes in management of the Pelenna Mine water treatment scheme – and refurbishment to comply with environmental legislation – Whitworth and Garth sites.
Clerk to follow up on progress
e) Advertisement for vacancy – Chief Executive, Wales Council for Voluntary action
     Noted
f) The Voice – 2 copies received
10       Reports
      Community maintenance report

          CMO continues to follow a managed programme of work

           throughout the Community.
           Petty Cash – agreed that CMO will, in future keep the petty

           cash float which is currently maintained by Cllr Malcolm Jones.   

           A system of imprest control and accountability will be implemented 
            Playgrounds
            Regular checks continue and an annual check will be carried out

            in the next few weeks at both Johns Terrace and Dan y Coed by

            ROSPA.
            Clerk’s report
            Attendance: All Members compliant 

          Finance
            Account Balances as at 28/05/2014:
            Community Council Account – Cheque book     £   2,208.47  Cr.

            Community Council Instant Access Account      £ 17,383.30  Cr.

            Communities First Account – Cheque book        £      100.00   Cr.

            Swansea Building Society                                    £        23.34   Cr.

            Total balances     28/05/2014 £19,715.11

            Lloyds Bank: Payments YTD  £17,933.72

                                   Receipts YTD    £11,064.24 

            Accounts for 2013/14 were circulated and reviewed at the May
            meeting. No member queries have been received in the meantime,
            and the accounts were approved subject to satisfactory Finance
            committee and Internal audit reports. It was agreed that the Finance

            committee will meet on 10th June to carry out a detailed scrutiny of
            the accounts
            It was reported that the Computer payroll system is working well,

            and payslips are now e-mailed to the CMO which saves on postage

            The Welsh Government has agreed to waive the two signature

            rule on cheques and new practitioner guidance indicates that on-line 

            banking & electronic payments may now be used. Procedures will

            require electronic payments to be authorised by members on-line
            from their remote locations. It was agreed that the Clerk should work
            towards achieving an on-line banking and payment system.
            Macpelah cemetery

            Legal update –  Meeting arranged with solicitor John Newman of
            NPTCBC Legal department for 9th June. Members of the

            cemetery committee will accompany the Clerk to this meeting to
            review the proposed Contract which will then be agreed between
            Macpelah Trustees and Pelenna Community Council. 
           Vattenfall Construction site visit
           This was held on 15th May at the Rigos mountain construction
           site. The meeting was attended by Cllr. M I Jones and the
           Clerk. The construction site base was seen to be of 

           substantial size – fully equipped with computer technology.
           Computers receive broadband via satellite link.

           A large number of local jobs (already 45 staff) have been
           created in line with projected numbers:across - Security,
           engineering, catering, cleaning, technical, geologist, trail
           marshalls.

           There is an archaeologist always on site during construction –     

           a crashed wartime spitfire has been discovered, and also
           some stone age flints.

           Marshalls are employed to ensure safety on main cycle and
           walking trails.

           Attendees were shown a construction pit with a depth of 15
           metres. Each pit will contain 1300 tonnes of Concrete and
           metal as base for wind turbine.

           The Welsh Government receive several million pounds rent
           annually for the turbine location.   

           The Community Council has been invited on 5th June to a   

           celebration event – to view completion of first turbine
           foundations. It was agreed that Cllr. R Jenkins and the Clerk

           will attend this event.
           Charter Agreement

           The draft Charter document is currently with NPTCBC for

           amendment. Therefore the item is not listed for discussion at
           this meeting

           Other reports
                Fracking: a Fracking committee has been formed by local

            residents. PCC has responded to the planning consultation

            and expressed concerns over increased traffic volumes during the

            test drilling period. The Community Council also highlighted
            concerns over possible noise and environmental pollution during the
            drilling period.    

          Chair’s Report:

          Nothing to report.  
11     First World War – Plaques and Memorials
           Pelenna Male Voice Choir will be invited to participate in the 

           St Teilo commemoration service on 10th August.
  12     Health & Safety
         The Health & Safety committee should meet in the near future in

         order to discuss the advisory reports provided by NALC relating

         to cemetery management 
    13      Payment of Accounts
            Community Council

            Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates        

            Inland Revenue – May 2014  – Employees contribution           107.48                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                               Employer NI Contribution         11.80   

            Pensions  - May 2014 – Employees contribution                        73.60                                                         

                                                   Employers premium                             277.87           

            Vodafone – May                                                                           41.61

            The Clerk – May Travel expenses                                              166.96                                                            

            Staples                                                                                           81.64

            CMO Petty cash replenishment                                                  100.00

            CMO Travel expenses – March 2014                                          65.01

            CMO Travel expenses – April 2014                                            75.97

            Mazars (external audit)                                                               450.00

            NPTCBC – Hedge cutting                                                          314.70

            Aon Insurance                                                                             926.58

14        Date of next meeting
       The next meeting will take place on Monday 7th July 2014.
       Pontrhydyfen Community Centre.
       There being no further business the meeting was closed.
           Chair …………………………………………

PAGE  
5

