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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2015 at Pelenna Valley Community Centre, Tonmawr at 7.00 p.m.

1
Present:
  Chairperson: Cllr Mrs L Hawkes. 


           Councillors: Mrs D Evans, Mrs T Leslie,

                                                   R Jenkins, Mrs J Evans, C Harffy,

                                                   M I Jones, P Lewis, D J Sparkes.          

           In attendance: Clerk: D S Mackerras.
                                   Neath Port Talbot CBC Member: Cllr. M Ellis.
           Apologies: None.                                           
……………………..…………................................................................
2 Declarations of Interest

         Nothing declared 
3 Minutes of the previous meetings
       Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 

       2nd February 2015 were confirmed as a true record. 
4 Matters arising
        Page 2 – Bridge planning issue continues. It appears that the
        status of the pathway beneath the bridge as a path/Bridleway
        is being challenged by the owner of Chapel House, who
        plans to close the path to the public following demolition.
        Page 3 – Kelvin George seat – Cllr Mrs D Evans will follow

        up with family of Kelvin George.

        Page 3 – Macpelah cemetery – Clerk to make arrangements

        for PCC signatories to attend Port Talbot Civic Centre and
        sign agreement.
        Page 6 – Website enquiry regarding a seat to be situated at

        Railway Terrace. Cllr. Martin Ellis will review the site again

        to see if a seat can be safely located along the Terrace.
5 County Borough Council Member’s report
NPTCBC report was presented to the meeting. 
Resolved: that the report be accepted.  
6 Planning Applications
The following applications were placed before the Council for consideration:

Application number: P2015/0031
Applicants Name/Address: Oliver Taylor, UK Methane Ltd, Unit 9, Bridgend Business Centre, Bridgend, CF31 3SH.
Site Location: Land within Foel Fynyddau Forest, Nr. Pontrhydyfen.
Proposed development : Temporary permission for the drilling of an exploratory borehole to test the Westphalian and Namurian strata for coal bed methane and shale gases (Re-consultation on corrected information within the submitted exploration borehole – method statement and planning statement, plus additional information regarding timing of drilling and hours of works) 
Members are not in favour of permission being granted because of concern over water table pollution and likely adverse community impact from noise produced by drilling.

7 Correspondence
a. Communities First – Invitation to Annual Celebration Event 2015 to be held on Wednesday 25 March at Cymer Afan Comprehensive school.
Agreed that Clerk will attend accompanied by Cllr. M I Jones.

b. NPTCBC Consultation letter on Court Deputy Savings Proposals.
Agreed reluctantly to support proposed changes to NPTCBC charging increase proposal to protect the service, which will still remain below commercially available rates.   

c. Welsh Government letter to highlight consultation on proposed reforms to local democracy, the roles and remuneration of elected members and senior officers, community governance and community councils, community rights, corporate improvement, service performance, scrutiny, audit, inspection and regulation, and local government finance.
Consultation documents to be made available to e-enabled members. Hard copies to non e-enabled. Matter will be agenda’d for April meeting.
d. Vattenfall – announcement of closure of Rhigos Road and Craig y Llyn layby – Road from evening of 10th April through to morning of 13th April; layby closure from 16th March for 12 weeks.
Noted.
e. Notice of Chairing skills course - OVW at Llanelli. Thursday 5th March. 
Noted.

f. NPTCBC – Update on bus service revisions as discussed in February meeting.
Changes to be implemented on 5th April to service 159. 
  8       Reports

     Community maintenance report

          The managed programme of maintenance continues within the

          Community. 

          The Countryside department of Neath Port Talbot CBC has

          invited the submission of a reduced scale Footpaths

          maintenance scheme. The CMO will be requested to devise a

          suitable scheme, which will be considered by the Parks and

          Open Spaces committee.

          Playgrounds

          Repair work is required at Johns Terrace playground – 

          Backboards for the ball net, painting of swings and additional

          fencing/ fencing repairs. 

          Agreed that Parks & Open Spaces committee will meet with

          CMO on site to agree the work, and reference against the
          most recent ROSPA report.                            
          Macpelah cemetery

          The legal agreement has been signed by Macpelah Chapel
          Trustees.
          Agreed that our three signatories – Cllrs. Lisa Hawkes, 

          Diane Evans and Robert Jenkins will sign the agreement as

          soon as possible.            

          Proposed School closures

          It was reported that because of the large number of responses
          received by NPTCBC during the public consultation period

          Cabinet consideration of the Consultation report for both
          Pontrhydyfen and Tonmawr schools has been delayed from
          25th February to 8th April.
          The delay has also allowed time for the LEA to consider the

          alternative options which have been submitted by the

          Governing bodies in respect of proposals to amalgamate

          or federate the two community schools.
          Further letters are being sent to NPT Cabinet Members, All

          other NPT CBC Members, Director of Education, SSIP team,

          AM’s, MP and the Minister of Education. 
          It is important to encourage parents and residents to

          vociferously express their support at the decision meeting of

          NPTCBC Cabinet. 
          Clerk’s report

          Attendance   
          All Members compliant
          Finance: to the end of February 2015 the report showed that
          Income was £2,630 below budget mainly because the Council
          has not received Cemetery and Grant Income as expected.
          Expenditure was £8,413 better than expected mainly because
          grants to the Community Centres have yet to be paid, and no
          cemetery costs have yet been incurred. There was also a

          saving on Clerk’s salary as an increase connected to cemetery

          management has yet to be awarded.          
          Account Balances as at  28th February 2015 :
          Community Council Account – Cheque book     £8,234.59Cr.
          Community Council Instant Access Account      £1,381.88Cr.
          Communities First Account – Cheque book       £   100.00Cr.
          Swansea Building Society                                  £     23.36Cr.

          Total balances at  28/02/2015 £9,739.83
          Lloyds Bank: Payments YTD  £37,084
                               Receipts YTD    £33,525 

          Flexible Retirement of Clerk
          The Clerk requested permission to take flexible retirement

          i.e. that he may continue working for the foreseeable future,

          but at the same time could access his Local Government

          Pension. The arrangement was agreed.

          Salary – Clerk and Community Maintenance Officer.
          Resolved that from 1st April 2015 the Clerk’s salary will

          Increase from £5,860 to £7,140 commensurate with additional

          duties associated with managing Macpelah Cemetery. This

          increase is conditional on the ownership of the Cemetery

          transfering to Pelenna Community Council by the beginning of

          April.    
          Resolved that the hourly rate paid to the Community

          Maintenance Officer will increase to £8.24 per hour from the

          first full week in April 2015. Weekly hours of work will remain

          the same at the present time – i.e. 24 hours.

          Vattenfall Windfarm development has requested a quotation

          from the Community Council on our current partnership

          arrangement. The developer has also requested copies of

          photographs which they know we took during a site visit last

          year.

          A positive quotation has been submitted, together with a

          number of site photographs, which it is hoped that the

          developer will use in their latest newsletter. The quotation 
          reflected the ongoing positive relationship between Vattenfall

          and PCC.
          Casual Vacancies

          Notices advertising the two current Pontrhydyfen vacancies

          have been placed in the Community notice boards. The

          notices ask whether there is a call for an election.   

          Chair report 

          The Chair indicated her intentions on distributing the Chair

          allowance. First choice will be to the Action Group or school.          
  9      Pelenna Community Council Website:
          Website is now operational. Welsh Government grant of £500

          has now been claimed from Neath Port Talbot CBC.

          A local resident of Tonmawr has made contact through the

          website to ask that consideration be given by the Council to

          siting a Roadside seat along Railway Terrace. It was decided
          that the location will be reviewed again, but it is difficult to

          imagine a suitable and safe location for a seat.     
  10     Health & Safety
        Nothing to report.
    11     Payment of Accounts
           Payments
           Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates

           Inland Revenue – Feb 2015  – Employees contribution               15.48                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                             Employer NI Contribution         104.20

           Pensions – Feb 2014 – Employees contribution                           69.78                        

                                                 Employers premium                               277.87

           The Clerk – January Travel expenses                                         142.58
           Peter Hughes – Travel expenses                                                    99.89

                                     Travel expenses                                                   55.34
           Vision ICT – Final payment on Website                                     250.00
           Vodafone                                                                                        47.42                                                                                                                                                                                     

           Receipts

           Bank Interest                                                                                    0.06
           Rent                                                                                              200.00  

    12   Date of next meeting

     The next meeting will take place on Monday 13th April 2015.
     The meeting will be held at Pontrhydyfen Community Centre.   
     There being no further business the meeting was closed.
           Chair …………………………………………
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