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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Monday 9th May 2016 at Pontrhydyfen Community Centre at 7.00 p.m.

1
Present:
The Chairperson (2015/16) - Cllr. Robert Jenkins.
                           The Chairperson (2016/17) – Cllr. Clive Harffy.


         Councillors –  Mrs D Evans, M I Jones, P Lewis,

                                                  Mrs J Evans.      
                           The Clerk: David S Mackerras.
         Apologies accepted from: Cllrs W Pugh & Mrs L Hawkes.
                            Apology also received from NPTCBC Member

                            Martin Ellis.  
              …………………………......................................................................

2 Declarations of Interest
         None declared.

3  Election of Chairperson 2016/17
Cllr. Clive Harffy was nominated and duly elected as Chairperson for the year 2016/17.
4 Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr. Clive Harffy signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairperson for 2016/17.
5 Outgoing Chairperson remarks

Cllr. Robert Jenkins thanked everyone for their support throughout the past year. He indicated that there were difficult times ahead for local Councils, particularly in connection with the proposed reorganisation of local government.

Cllr Malcolm Jones congratulated the outgoing Chair on a good year.    
6 Election of Vice Chairperson 2016/17
Cllr. Philip Lewis was nominated and duly elected as Vice Chairperson for the year 2016/17. 
7 Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr. Philip Lewis signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Vice Chairperson for 2016/17.
8 Interbank transfers

Resolved: The Clerk’s on-going authority to transfer balances between Community Council bank accounts as necessary was confirmed.

9 One Voice Wales representation

Resolved: Cllrs. Philip Lewis and Mrs. Lisa  Hawkes are the nominated representatives for 2016/17, with Cllr. Mrs Janice Evans as the substitute representative.    

10 NPTCBC/Community Council liaison group representation

Resolved: Cllrs. Clive Harffy, Philip Lewis and Malcolm Jones as substitute are the nominated representatives for 2016/17.    

11 Pontrhydyfen Community Centre committee representation

Resolved: that the Council representative on the Pontrhydyfen Community Centre committee for 2016/17 will beCllr. Philip Lewis.
12    Finance committee membership
Resolved: that the committee Members for 2016/17 shall be Cllr. Philip Lewis,Cllr. Mrs. Lisa Hawkes, Cllr. Clive Harffy and Cllr. Mrs. Janice Evans.
13    Parks & Open Spaces committee

Resolved: that the committee Members for 2016/17 shall be Cllr. Philip Lewis, Cllr. Robert Jenkins, Cllr. Mrs Diane Evans and Cllr. Clive Harffy.
14    Health & Safety committee membership
Resolved: that the committee Members for 2016/17 shall be Cllr. Wayne Pugh, Cllr. Desmond Sparkes and Cllr. Mrs Theresa Leslie.
15    Planning committee membership
Resolved: that the committee Members for 2016/17 shall be Cllr. Clive Harffy, Cllr. Mrs Lisa Hawkes,Cllr. Robert Jenkins, Cllr. Mrs Diane Evans. 
16     Personnel committee membership
Resolved: that committee Members for 2016/17  shall be
Cllr. Philip Lewis, Cllr. Clive Harffy, Cllr. Mrs Theresa Leslie, Cllr. Robert Jenkins and Cllr. Mrs Diane Evans as substitute member.
17     Cemetery committee membership

Resolved: that committee Members for 2016/17 shall be 

Cllr. Mrs Diane Evans, Cllr. Clive Harffy, Cllr. Robert Jenkins,  Cllr. Philip Lewis and Cllr. Wayne Pugh.

18     Community newsletter/website committee

Resolved: that committee Members for 2016/17 shall be

Cllr. Clive Harffy, Cllr. Mrs Janice Evans, David Mackerras (Clerk) and Mrs Angela Harffy (Community representative)
19     Line Manager – Community maintenance officer
Resolved: that the line manager for 2016/17 shall continue as Cllr. Malcolm I Jones.

20     Annual Attendance report

Resolved: The Annual attendance statistics in relation to full Council meetings will be published  in the following format  –

Meetings – indicates possible number of attendances at full Council meetings..

Attend – indicates number of attendances at full Council meetings.
Non attendance starred– indicates non attendance with accepted apology, and separately indicated without star, without apology

        The report is attached and forms part of these minutes.
21     Chair allowance 2016/17

          The annual allowance was confirmed as per the budget at

          £100. 

22     Responsible Financial Officer
Resolved: that the Clerk shall continue as the Responsible Financial Officer.

23     Accounts

      The timetable for submission of the Annual return was

      presented to the meeting as follows:

      Display public notice –right to see accounts 31th May to 13th
      June 2016.

      Make records available to the public 14th June to 11th July

      2016.

      Audit date – 15th July 2016. 
24     Appontment of Internal Audit
        It was confirmed that Miss Karen Morgan will be re-appointed

        in her role as Internal Auditor for the 2016/17 at a fee of £175.     
25    Minutes of the previous meeting 
         The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4th  April 2016
         were approved  and signed accordingly by the Chairperson. 
26   Matters arising
       Page 1 – As we are monitoring bus departure times from

       Tonmawr have there been any further incidents to report to the

       bus company? None observed.
       Page 2 – No date has yet been made available for the

       September CC/NPTCBC liaison meeting.

       Page 2 – Free wild flower seeds obtained from Kew Gardens

       outreach department have been passed to CMO to be sown in

       the community. 

       Page 3 – All work identified at Johns Terrace playground has

       now been completed.
       There is no update from Big lottery on the application

       for assistance with the purchase of defibrillators.

  27  Neath Port Talbot CBC Member report
     NPTCBC members report was circulated and the contents

     noted. It had been previously agreed with Cllr. Ellis that he

     would not attend this Annual meeting because of the busy

     Agenda. However, he will be more than happy to deal with any

     enquiries following this meeting.   
28  Planning Applications

      The following application was presented for consideration –

          Application number: P2016/0287
          Applicant: David Price, Aberdrychwallt Farm, Pontrhydyfen,

          SA12 9SN.    
     Site Location : Aberdrychwallt Farm.
     Proposed development : Lawful development certificate for    

     an existing use of family home dwellinghouse.
     Resolved:  There was no objection to the issue of this
     certificate, although concern that an application was not
     received prior to the development. 
29 Correspondence

a. Confirmation received from ROSPA that the annual inspection of Dan y Coed, Johns Terrace and Pontrhydyfen children’s playgrounds will be carried out in June - Noted.
b. Board of Directors of Vattenfall requested confirmation of contact details – Details have been provided.

c. Member of Council notes that Coast2Coast company is still littering, including food waste which is attracting dogs, foxes and rats – Clerk contacted Wayne Pugh requesting that he intervenes.
d. WG circulated through OVW a copy of the new Local Government Financial regulations – Clerk to circulate to Chair and Members of the Finance committee.

e. OVW invites Member Councils to propose a maximum of two motions for debate at the AGM on Saturday 1st October.  Proposed motions to be received at OVW office no later than noon on Friday 1st July - Noted.

f. OVW to hold a joint event with SLCC on 22 June in the Liberty Stadium, Swansea to discuss current issues. There are also workshop sessions focussing on the key areas of securing sustainable futues, creating dynamic local communities and financial governance and accountability – Clerk and one other to attend.   
30  Reports

     Communities Maintenance report : 
     The CMO reported that the following work has been carried out this month:

     Lewis street steps have been cleaned and painted/white edging

     Lewis street steps handrails pained silver

     Wild seeds planted in planters at miles field

     Cemetery seats in main area have been painted

     Cemetery steps edging painted white

     Cemetery handrails painted

     Litter picks continue throughout villages

     Tonmawr 2000 – burning of waste in drum near the end units and dumping on grass verge. The burnt items comprise plastics and possibly tyres. 

     Resolved: this matter will be brought to the attention of the property owner of the site.
     Grass cutting has commenced in the villages.      

     CMO recommends that the CBC pavement and road sweeper visits Dan y Coed cul de sacs to clear up following completion of the contractors work. 
     Playgrounds:   
     The Johns terrace playground repair recently made to the backboard of play equipment  has been partly broken by vandals and will be repaired as soon as possible.

     Playground toddler swings – wooden support renewed by a local contractor has been painted in order to provide weather protection.

     CMO recommends bark to be topped up in the toddler’s area.
     Forking of the Dan y coed playground surface has been carried out to improve drainage.      
     Clerk’s report – Account balances at 8th May 2016
     Community Council Account – cheque book  £12,792.37Cr.

     Community Council Instant Access Account  £   1,482.69Cr.

     Macpelah Cemetery – cheque book account £    8,047.60Cr.

     Swansea Building Society                              £         23.38Cr.

    Total balances at 8th May 2016 - £22,346.04; for comparison total balances at 31st March 2016 - £12,592.52   
     It was agreed that Accounts for 2015/16 will be scrutinised by the Finance committee on Wednesday 18th May at 17:30pm. at Tonmawr Community Centre in readiness for Internal Audit.
     A comparison of Budget and Actual receipts and payments for April 2016 was presented to the meeting. Receipts were £211 down on budget, principally because the SPO Rent had not been received. Expenditure was seen to be £2,651 better than budget. This was because a number of expenses had not yet been paid. It was not possible to establish any informative trends only one month into the year.
     It was agreed that a more detailed travel expenses claim will be designed to improve transparency on future mileage claims.   
     Macpelah cemetery: Collection of maintenance donations already banked amounts to £1,140, with further donations handed in this evening of £180.
     The Chapel Trustees have requested that the waste bin platform should be moved to the left hand side of the entrance steps. Resolved: that a quotation should be obtained from local contractors to build a new platform. Macpelah Chapel will meet the cost of removing the platform from the right hand side of the entrance steps. 
Chair report

There was no report.   

31 Attendance report

     Pontrhydyfen Member, Mrs T Leslie has been absent for six consecutive meetings without apology.

     Resolved: That, in accordance with regulations, Cllr Mrs Theresa Leslie will be removed from Office, and a Casual Vacancy in the Pontrhydyfen ward declared. 
32 Health & Safety

     Nothing to report

33 Payment of Accounts

          Payments
           Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates 

           Inland Revenue – Jan - March 2016 – Employees contribution 388.62                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                      Employer NI Contribution  37.05
           Pensions – March 2016 – Employees contribution                       87.12                                         

                                                     Employers premium                           373.77

           Clerk – Establishment allowance 2016/17                                  390.00

           Vodafone                                                                                        40.81

           RHB Drain Services – Repairs to Backboard & Playground 

           Equipment                                                                                    372.00

           RHB Drain Services – Repairs to Swings                                   216.00

           Staples                                                                                            52.11

           CMO Maintenance materials                                                       102.83

           Clerk – Travel expenses – April 2016                                         124.75

           Zurich Insurance renewal 2016/17                                              570.96

           Receipts
           Bank Interest - April                                                                        0.06

           Precept – 1st Instalment                                                          11,390.00

           Macpelah Cemetery

           Payments

           Institute of Cemetery management                                                90.00

           Receipts

           Sale of Plot                                                                                   500.00

           Public donations towards maintenance                                     1140.00    

34 Date of Next meeting
     Monday 6th June 2016.
Tonmawr Community Centre. 
               Chair …………………………………………
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