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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Monday 6th June 2016 at Tonmawr Community Centre at 7.00 p.m.

1
Present:
The Chairperson  – Cllr. Clive Harffy.


         Councillors – Mrs D Evans, Mrs J Evans, R Jenkins,

                           D Sparkes, J Hurley, P Lewis, M Jones, W Pugh.          
                           The Clerk: David S Mackerras.
                           NPTCBC Member – Martin Ellis
         Apologies accepted from: Cllrs Mrs L Hawkes.
                  ……………………......................................................................

2 Declarations of Interest
         None declared.

3       Minutes of the previous meeting 
         The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9th May 2016
         were approved  and signed accordingly by the Chairperson. 
4       Matters arising
       It was agreed that Cllr J Hurley will replace Theresa Leslie on

       the Health & Safety committee. Further that Cllr Mrs D Evans

       will replace Theresa Leslie on the personnel committee.

       There were no other matters arising. 
5       Neath Port Talbot CBC Member report
         Cllr. Martin Ellis presented his report. The issue of the

         overflowing dog waste bin on Fforch Dwm Road has been

         resolved. The new Youth Club trustees were trained last week.
         The Community-approved bidder at the former Pontrhydyfen

         school site has been outbid. However the County Council is

         considering its position in relation to bids on Friday this week.  
6       Planning Applications

    The following applications were presented for consideration –

         Application number: P2016/0411
         Applicant: David Hunkin, Crynallt Cottage, Crynallt Farm  

         Road, Cimla, Neath, SA11 3RL    
    Site Location : Former transport yard, Tonmawr Road, Pontrhydyfen, Port Talbot, SA12 9UB
    Proposed development : 3 Detached dwellings with access Road and associated engineering operations.
    Resolved: No objections were raised.

   Application number: P2016/0445

   Applcantsname/address: Mr Smith, 11 Lewis Street,

   Pontrhydyfen, Port Talbot, SA12 9TH
   Site Location : 11 Lewis Street, Pontrhydyfen, Port Talbot,

   SA12 9TH.
   Proposed Development : Front porch

   Resolved: No objections were raised.
7       Correspondence

a. Letter of resignation received from Cllr Mrs Theresa Leslie. Agreed that the resignation will be accepted, as the letter pre-dated the decision to remove membership from Cllr Theresa Leslie.
b. Letter from Mrs Angela Harffy – thanking PCC for acknowledgement of Newsletter work and accepting offer to be a Community member of the Newsletter and Communications committee. Noted.
c. ‘Go safe’ bulletin received. Noted.
d. Notice received of public meetings with Future Generations  Commissioner – nearest meeting South West Wales 30th June (date and venue TBC). Noted.

d. Notice of Future Generations Growers conference 8 – 9 July. Noted.

e. Information on appointment of Youth representatives, 

    and available training.

Agreement that PCC will investigate the appointment of youth representatives and in this connection will approach the Youth club to seek interest.

f. One Voice Wales - National pay agreement for staff 2016 – 2018 received. Noted.
g. Notice from Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales to confirm requirement for mandatory publication of Member expenses and Allowances by 30th September for previous Financial Year, including nil returns. Requirement noted.
h. NPTCBC Notice and e-Link for Corporate Improvement Plan 2016 – 2019. Link will be sent to all e-enabled Members.
i. Farming Connect – requesting assistance in distributing information to Farmers/Growers on registration with new Farming Connect programme. Information will be distributed.

j. Society for Local Council Clerks – information on WG training bursaries available to Clerks registration fee for CILCA & training courses. Noted and will be utilised to obtain CILCA qualification.

k. Martin Ellis – fly tipping assistance with cost of fly tipping signs. PCC agreed to fund the cost of two notices at a cost of approx £42 each – to be supplied from workshop at Parc prison.

l. NPTCBC – Liaison forum meeting dates provided – 12th September (Agenda items to be submitted by 26th August), 6th February (Agenda items to be submitted by 20 January 2017).
m. NPTCBC – Liaison forum notes provided on Terms of Reference, Model Charter and CBC Staff re-charge rates. Noted.
n. Angela Bailey – enquiry on family history relating to interments at Macpelah cemetery. Cllr Diane Evans has researched and a response to enquiry already provided. No charge will be made to enquirer.

o. Welsh Government – announcement made of Minister responsible for Armed Forces Covenant – Carl Sargeant AM appointed as Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children including responsibility for issues in relation to Armed Forces in Wales. Rebecca Evans AM is the new Minister for Social Services and Public Health with responsibility for Armed Forces and Veterans’ health. Noted.   
  8      Reports
     Communities Maintenance report : 
     Fly tipping – Bikes and metal tipped near ‘Tonmawr 2000’ units. Other Fly tipping adjacent to units and reported to County Council in February has still not been removed.  

     Grass cutting season is now in full swing throughout the community.

     Slip footpath and steps have been cut.

     Footpath from Johns Terrace to former Tonmawr 2000 site has been cut.

     Rear lane at Twyn y pandy, Pontrhydyfen has been cut to provide access.

     Rockery near entrance to former Tonmawr 2000 has been cleared prior to planting.

     Complaint regarding horse droppings received in respect of Johns Terrace far turning circle.

     Stimmer has developed a fault and will be sent for repair on 7th June. A replacement machine will be borrowed whilst strimmer is being repaired.

     Playgrounds:   
     Johns Terrace – equipment backboard has been repaired.
     Dan-y-Coed – Resolved: Two Hereford seats will be purchased for use at Danycoed playground. The cost of the seats is £295 each plus £17 for ground fixings, and the products will be obtained from Streetmaster products of Ystradgynlais.  

     It was reported by the CMO that the grass at both playgrounds is cut on a weekly basis.
     Clerk’s report – Account balances at 5th June 2016
     Community Council Account – cheque book  £9,920.45Cr.

     Community Council Instant Access Account  £1,482.74Cr.

     Macpelah Cemetery – cheque book account £8,502.60Cr.

     Swansea Building Society                              £     23.38Cr.

    Total balances at 5th June 2016 - £19,929.17; for comparison total balances at 8th May 2016 - £22,346.04   
     Accounts for 2015/16 were scrutinised by the Finance committee on Wednesday 18th May in readiness for Internal Audit. No errors were detected and on the basis of the sample checks made the committee recommended that the Council should approve the accounts subject to receiving a satisfactory report from the Internal Auditor.

     In accordance with regulations, a notice inviting electors to inspect the Annual return and associated records for 2015/16 has been posted in the community. Documents will be made available between 14 June and 11 July. The External Audit date will be 15th July. Accounts for 2015/16 and the Annual Return will need to be approved at 4th July Council meeting.    

     The Internal audit check is scheduled for completion by Wednesday 8th June and will be presented to the Council meeting of 4th July.   
     SPO rent currently remains in arrears and the Clerk is attempting to reach an agreed schedule of repayment with the tenant.

     A comparison of Budget and Actual receipts and payments for April & May 2016 was presented to the meeting. Receipts were £221 below budget, principally because the SPO Rent had not been received. Expenditure was seen to be £1,527 better than budget. This was because a number of expenses had not yet been paid. It was still difficult to establish any informative trends after only two months into the year.
     Resolved: that the more detailed travel expenses claim which has been designed to improve transparency on future mileage claims, is approved and will be used as soon as possible.   
     Casual Vacancy: The vacancy for Pontrhydyfen ward caused by the resignation of Mrs Theresa Leslie will be advertised so that electors may indicate whether they wish for an election to fill the vacancy. 
     Macpelah cemetery: £1,320 in public donations towards cemetery maintenance have been collected to date this year.
     The bank balance for the Macpelah account is now £8,502.60.

     Macpelah Chapel Trustees have requested that move the waste bins from the Chapel land and re-locate on the other side of the entrance steps. The Chapel will meet the cost of removing the waste bin plinth from its land. Quotations have been requested from two local contractors and one has already been received at a cost of £750 plus VAT.

     Grass was cut at the cemetery on 2nd June .    
Chair report

The Chair reported that the Company employed to deliver the latest Community Council newsletter used GPS technology to ensure its delivery staff distributed to all households.

It is believed that the Newsletter was well received, and the twice yearly cycle of production was confirmed.

Cllr. Harffy highlighted the danger inherrent in the use of Glycophosphate, which is banned in Malta, with other nations abstaining a decision on its use. It is understood to be a carcinogen and the Chair is concerned over its use within the County Borough. Cllr Harffy would like to propose caution to NPTCBC over its use, and asks that Members give some thought to this proposal by the 4th July meeting.

The Chair expressed a wish for the Council to receive an address from the Alzeimer’s society on the creation of a ‘dementia free zone’ in Pelenna. It was agreed that a special meeting of the Council at 6:30pm. at Tonmawr Community Centre on Tuesday 21st June should be convened for this purpose.          

     Attendance report

     It was reported that all Members attendance is compliant with regulations. 
9   Health & Safety

     Nothing to report

10 Payment of Accounts

          09/05/2016 – 05/06/2016

          Pre VAT.
          Community Council

          Payments
          Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates 
          Pensions – May 2016 – Employees contribution               76.97                                                                   

                                                Employers premium                  354.11
          Vodafone                                                                           66.82
          Staples                                                                            138.53
          Melbourne design & Print – Newsletter                             82.00
          Dor-2-dor distribution – of newsletter                              103.50
          Chair’s allowance – Cllr C Harffy                                     100.00
          NPTCBC – Rent SPO land                                                75.00
          One Voice Wales – annual subscription                          150.00
          SLCC – annual subscription                                            118.00
          Receipts
          Bank Interest - May                                                             0.05
          Macpelah Cemetery
          Payments

          None

          Receipts
          Public donations (maintenance)                                      180.00
          Baglan Funeral home – Interment of cremated remains fee –
          late Mrs Elizabeth Marian Williams                                 250.00                                                                                   

    11  Date of Next meeting
     Monday 4th July 2016.
Pontrhydyfen Community Centre. 
               Chair …………………………………………
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