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PELENNA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED PELENNA

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 4th January 2016 at Pontrhydyfen Community Centre at 7:00 p.m.

1
Present:
The Chairperson: Cllr. Robert Jenkins.
                           Councillors: Mrs D Evans, M I Jones,

                           P H Lewis, W Pugh (left meeting at 7:00pm),
                           C Harffy.         
         In Attendance: The Clerk: David S Mackerras.
         Apologies accepted from: Cllr. J Hurley, Mrs L Hawkes, 

         Mrs J Evans.   
                                        …………………………......................................................................

2 Declarations of Interest
         Nothing declared. 
3 Minutes of the previous meeting 
         The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th December
         2015 were approved and signed accordingly by the
         Chairperson. 
  4     Matters arising
Page 1 – Agenda item 4 – Funding for information boards. Funding is currently being investigated.

Page 2 – Agenda item 4 – Both Tonmawr and Pontrhydyfen Community Centres appear interested in housing a defibrillator.

The Clerk to date has been unable to speak to the owners of the Colliers Arms PH in this respect.

Funding for the purchase of 3 defibrillators is currently being sought from the Charity ‘Cariad’.

Page 2 – Agenda item 4 – We are still awaiting a Local Contractor quotation for the replacement of playground backboards. However Cllr J Hurley has investigated the cost of Boards which are £71 each. The cost of Fittings should also be added, and of course the cost of Fitting.

Page 2 – Agenda item 4 – CMO confirms that he could cope with the future maintenance of the Johns Terrace playground hedge. However PCC will need to purchase a hedge cutting machine at an approximate cost of £450.

Page 2 – Agenda item 4 – NPTCBC confirms that it has effected a repair to the wall. Our inspection confirms that there is still some loose stonework. We shall seek to arrange a site visit to meet a representative of NPTCBC.

Page 3 – Agenda item 5 – PCC needs to arrange a suitable date for a drop in day to promote the activities of NPT CBC. Cllrs. R Jenkins, C Harffy and P Lewis will contact local organisations to assess the level of interest for the drop in day.

The Clerk will provide Members with the list which was used in connection with the Vattenfall drop in day, although it should be remembered that businesses run for profit would not be eligible for CVS support. It is anticipated that we should aim for an event in March.

Page 3 – Agenda item 5 – NPTCVS cannot undertake the training of Council Members and Staff. Other organisations such as OVW and SLCC are better placed to undertake this training. 

5 Neath Port Talbot CBC Member report
    Cllr Martin Ellis was not available to attend the meeting but a   

    short report, recognising the lack of progress during the

    Christmas/New Year period on NPTCBC activities and other
    matters relating to Pelenna had been provided.

    It was noted that the rubbish bins removed from outside the
    Colliers Arms PH and Johns Terrace will be replaced shortly by

    new bins.      

6     Planning Applications
    No planning applications were presented for consideration.  
7    Correspondence

a Reminder received of High Sheriff’s awards 2016. Noted.

b.OVW confirms that the two signature rule with two Council Members required to sign cheques etc. can be dispensed with if there is a robust system of financial control in place to protect public assets. Noted.

c. CMO has written to Clerk with details of his investigation into the cost of hedge cutting equipment. We would need to spend up to £450 for a good quality cutter capable of heavy duty work. Noted.

d. Welsh Government – Details of conference explaining the impact of Draft Local Government bill. Conference details 2nd February at Liberty Stadium, Swansea. Agreed Chair and Clerk to attend and will report back to brief Council.

8      Reports

    Communities Maintenance report :
    The Maintenance programme continues with some indoor work taking place at Tonmawr Community Centre during inclement weather.

Playgrounds

It was reported that some repair work needs to be carried out on the rear fence of Johns Terrace playground. There are holes in the fence which need to be re-wired.
    Clerk’s report – Account balances at 31st December  2015
    Community Council Account – cheque book  £  12,144.11Cr.

    Community Council Instant Access Account  £    1,382.46Cr.

    Communities First Account – cheque book    £       100.00Cr.

    Macpelah Cemetery Account – cheque book £    6,738.60Cr.     

    Swansea Building Society                              £         23.36Cr.

    Total balances at 31st December 2015 - £20,388.53; at 4th December £10,845.43    
    Total banking YTD (to 31/12 /15)                        £40,430.51
    Total expenditure payments YTD (to 04/12 /15)  £36,640.42  
    It was agreed that the Communities First Account will be closed

    at Lloyds Bank Neath and the remaining balance of £100

    should be transferred to the Community Council Business

    Reserve account.

    It was also agreed that the Clerk will become authorised as a

    signatory of the Lloyds Bank Community Council cheque book
    account and the Business Reserve Account. However the
    Clerk should only sign cheques up to the value of £1,000, and
    not any that are payable to himself. 
         Income/Expenditure to date 

         Comparison of Actual and Budget document for April to

         December had been produced and circulated. This showed
         overall income £2,733 higher than anticipated. This was largely
         due to extra cemetery income of £885 and grant income
         received of £1,100  which was not budgeted. It also showed
         that overall expenditure was lower than expectation by £1,756.
         There were some small savings, but also some small
         overspends in cost centres such as Travel expenses £771,
         Community Engagement £140 and Cemetery Administration
         £626   

         Macpelah cemetery:
         Income                       Budget  YTD £1,675  Actual £2,560
          Expenditure budget

          Grass cutting               Budget  YTD £1,515     Actual  £ 1,098  
         General Maintenance Budget   YTD £   375     Actual  £        0 

         Health & Safety          Budget YTD £     375     Actual  £        0    
         Admin costs                Budget YTD £     375     Actual  £1,001
         Administration costs are considerably higher than budget
         because it includes a number of expenses not budgeted:
         Conveyancing/Legal fees, Newspaper notices – Western Mail
         and South Wales Evening Post. 

          Income – 1 Plot sold £500;  Interments £1,000; Donations
         £1,060
         The Cemetery sub committee met immediately preceeding this

         meeting. It considered advice which had been provided by Tim

         Morris of the Institute of Cemetery and Crematoria
         Management. However the advice triggered further questions
         to clarify matters, and it was proposed that a report to full
         Council should be delayed pending further clarity.
         A further meeting of the Cemetery sub committee was arranged

         to take place on Monday 11th January 5:00pm at Tonmawr

         Community Centre.

         It was agreed by PCC that in the event that the need arose up

         to £600 was authorised to be paid to Tim Morris of ICCM to

         pay for his visit to Pelenna to deal with specific local queries
         raised by the Cemetery sub committee. It is anticipated that this

         cost will be met from the Macpelah Cemetery Account, but not

         from money raised by public subsription for the maintenance of

         the Cemetery which is ring fenced for this purpose.   

         Other reports: Attendance for all Members was reported to be
         compliant with minimum requirements.

         Chair report

         There was no report.
         Removal of Waste bins from Pelenna Community.

         It has been reported by both Cllr. Clive Harffy and another  

         source, that two waste bins have been removed from Pelenna
         Community – The first from near the bus turning circle in Johns
         Terrace, and the second from near the Colliers Arms,
         Pontrhydyfen. 

         It was discoved that the bins were replaced as spare parts are
         Not available for the old style bin. Cllr. Harffy has been assured
         that the bins will be replaced shortly, although no specific time
         scale has been provided. 
9    Budget Estmate 2016/17

           The Clerk presented his proposed budget which had previously

      been discussed, and supported by the Finance committee

      following some minor amendments.

      The proposed precept for 2016/17 at £34,170 represented a 1.7%

      increase on the current year. Main measures include a cap on
      Wage/Salary increases at 1%, an expectation that Macpelah

      Cemetery Income and Expenditure will be balanced, and provision

      made for the acquisition of hedge cutting equipment to reduce
      ongoing costs incurred with the County Borough. The essential
      support grant for both Pontrhydyfen and Tonmawr

      Community Centres has been maintained, to ensure that these

      facilities continue to be available for the public.
      Resolved: that the precept for 2016/17 will be set at £34,170, in

      accordance with the attached budget schedule.
10  Consultation response on Draft Local Government (Wales)

      Bill – reforming Welsh Local Government

      The Clerk had prepared a draft response to the Consultation on

       the Draft Bill. However it was decided that as the Chair and
       Clerk are both attending a Welsh Government arranged event on
       the draft bill on Tuesday 2nd February, that the next meeting of the
       Community Council should be delayed to Monday 8th February so
       that information from the WG meeting brought back to the next
       Council meeting may better inform Members in relation to a

       revised Consultation response.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
11  Health & Safety

      Nothing to report

12  Payment of Accounts

    07/12/15 – 03/01/16
     Pre VAT.

    Payments

    Wages and Salaries at resolved Council rates
    Inland Revenue – December 2015 – Ees contribution          132.10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                              Er NI Contribution          14.25
    Pensions – December 2015 – Employees contribution           87.12  

                                                    Employers premium              373.77
    Vodafone – December                                                            44.83
    Staples - Stationery                                                               103.58

                   Postage Stamps (for stock)                                      38.88
    Clerk – December Travel expenses                                      142.58
    CMO – October Travel expenses                                            83.01
    Neath Port Talbot CBC – Land Rent Tonmawr SPO)            150.00
    The Clerk – Reimbursement for laptop battery/Newspaper     25.78
    Receipts
    Bank Interest - December                                                         0.06
    Macpelah Interment                                                              250.00
    Precept - 3rd & Final Instalment                                       11,200.00
    VAT Reclaim                                                                         234.64

13 Date of Next meeting
Monday 8th February 2016. The meeting will commence at
7:00pm. at Tonmawr Community Centre. 
      Chair …………………………………………
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